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prior to 1902 the female franchise already existed, and was
speedily adopted by the remaining states. An evident
racial discrimination was the provision that no aboriginal
native of Australia, Asia, Africa, or the islands of the Pacific
(except New Zealand) was entitled to vote, but exceptions
were embodied in an amendment of 1925 which removed the
disqualification on racial grounds from natives of India and
naturalized persons.
Since the founding of the Commonwealth the most
significant electoral innovations were the adoption of com-
pulsory enrolment of voters and compulsory voting, both
grounded in a democratic philosophy which emphasizes the
duty of exercising the franchise and regards indifference to
it as a public offence. Compulsory enrolment was adopted
prior to the First World War. Compulsory voting was
enacted by Queensland in 1915 and by the Commonwealth
in 1924, and has since been accepted in all the states except
South Australia. Both measures are administered by the
chief electoral officer of the Commonwealth, assisted in
every state by an executive electoral officer, a returning
officer in each of the seventy-five voting divisions, and an
electoral registrar in each subdivision, who unlike the other
permanent officials is usually a local postmaster. Com-
pulsory enrolment of voters was prescribed to overcome the
difficulties experienced in Australia as elsewhere of keeping
the electoral rolls correct and up to date. Within twenty-one
days after a citizen is entitled to enrol, he must apply to the
registrar in his subdivision, and afterwards give notice of a
change in his address. Enrolment is checked by the inquiries
of postmen in the cities and towns and special agents in the
rural areas. In each subdivision a local roll of electors is
thus kept up to date by the registrar, and a card index of
all the electors is maintained by the executive officer in
each state. In most states the same roll is used in both
Commonwealth and state elections. Those who neglect
the legal requirements are subject to a fine, increased in
cases of continued default, but the actual number fined is
small.
Compulsory voting was advocated as the logical corollary